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Three weeks after winning the Euro-
pean Forces Swim League’s
Rhineland Division title, the

Stuttgart Piranhas brought their season to a
successful conclusion Feb. 16 as EFSL teams
from throughout Europe converged on
Munich for the league’s 2003 Championship
Meet,  known colloquially as “Champs.”

The meet was held in the
Olympiaschwimhalle in historic Olympia Park
– the very pool in which American swimmer
Mark Spitz won a record seven gold medals in
the 1972 Summer Olympics.

More than 500 swimmers from 19 teams
competed in 87 events in this year’s champi-
onship meet.

Champs marked the culmination of a sea-
son that began, for most, last September.

All participating swimmers, with the excep-
tion of relay members, were required to swim
qualifying times during the season in order to
attend. Each competitor could enter no more
than three events.

Most events had room for 16 swimmers
from each age group. Qualifying times varied
with age, sex and distance. Though the cutoff

Piranhas swim to Rhineland Division title
Conclude season with EFSL ‘Champs’ event in historic Munich pool

meet. Competition was tough, but the swimmers’ hard
work over the season paid off. Individual highlights in-
cluded the following:

 Tabitha Silver placed 2nd in the girls’ 13- to 14-year-old
100-meter individual medley, 3rd in the girls’ 13- to 14-year-

With no competition in sight, Monica Cooney, 14, swims her way to 1st place in
the girls’ 100-meter breaststroke (13- to 14-year-old division).

old 100-meter freestyle, and 2nd in the girls’
13- to 14-year-old 100-meter backstroke.

 Silver and teammates Monica Cooney,
Justin Bentley and Brian Conner placed 2nd
in the mixed 13- to 14-year-old 200-meter med-
ley relay.

 Angela Jividen placed 3rd in the girls’ 9-
year-old 50-meter freestyle.

 Monica Cooney won the girls’ 13-
to 14-year-old 100-meter breaststroke.

The EFSL began in 1975 as a way to pro-
vide an organized competitive swimming pro-
gram for the children of U.S. service member
and civilians stationed in Europe.

times were challenging, the chance to be a part of Champs
gave swimmers a goal to work toward over the long season.

With nearly 1,000 swimmers competing in the league,
qualifying was in itself an accomplishment.

More than 30 Piranhas made the trip to the 2003 Champs

It does not compete with local, regional or national Eu-
ropean swimming programs.

The EFSL’s 19 teams are divided into four divisions
representing five countries: Germany, Belgium, Italy, Spain
and the United Kingdom.

 This is a paid position that
involves a significant
commitment.
For details call Stu
Lewis at 0711-686-8111
after 7 p.m.

 Formal swimming experience is
preferred but not required.

The Stuttgart Piranhas need a head
coach for the 2003-2004 season.


